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Liberty is ourtheme! Liberty 
birthright of all! Liberty, the dearest 
boon conferred upon man by his Crea- 


tor! The occasion is peculiarly adapt- |p 


ed to the investigation of this subject, 
because to day we meet to celebrate the 
birth of a nation’s liberty. To day we 
meet to commemorate the proclamation 
of a nation’s independence from the 
ke and oppression of a foreign despot. 

o day we meet to contemplate the 
ae deeds of those illustrious 
, whose blood purchased the lib- 

erties we now enjoy. To day we meet 
to inspire in the bosom of the young a 
love of li and of their country.— 
To day we meet to kindle anew that 
spark of liberty which burns in the 
breast ofevery patriotic American, and 
toinvoke the blessings of heaven upon 
our government that It may enjoy ip 
perity. The subject is intrinsically of 
ount importance, but especially 


it is of thrilling interest to all, when’ 
considered in reference to us as a peo- 
ple. I hope then that the importance’ 


of the subject, the occasion, and the de- 


sire to do good, will be a sufficient ex- | 
cuse for my addressing you upon a 
as been so 


theme upon which . there 


much said in these latter days. Gen- 


uine liberty is a theme often discussed, 
but little enjoyed or understood. It is 
a word which is continually in the 
mouths of politicians, who seem not to 
understand its true meaning. It is a 
means by which they deceive t oliiccs, 
le and secure to themselves 
where they become the worst of tyrants. 
There is hypocrisy in politics as well as 
in religion, the one is necessary to ty- 
rants the other is an attribute ofdemons. 
It is certainly strange that mankind do 
not see the manner in which they are 
deprived of their rights, the manner in 
which cunning and artful politicians 
operate to accomplish their ends. It 
is only necessary for a man to think, to 
n es, and trickery and 
ici esigning dem es will be 
nfolaed to him in all their native de- 
formity. “A free agent in a free gov- 
ernment should be his own governor,”’. 
was the language of a man. He 
ced it while groaning under the 
tyranny of a Louis. I will venture to 
repeat it in the midst of the independ-. 
ent freemen of America. Ifthe gov- 
ernment is not free, ifit is not enjoying 
all the blessings of liberty, it should be 
reformed immediately, The best re- 


pentance is to do right now—at the, 


pwn moment. Those who flourish. 
ate in high places never desire 
; as the wicked never desire re- 
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pentance. Reformation will never 
commence with rulers, but with the 
ruled. The aim of rulers is to deny the 
necessity of reform as contrary to civil 
government, and diametrically oppos- 
ed to the true religion. This opposi- 
tion to reform may be esteemed a reli- 
gious duty in an eastern Mosque, but 
tbe American Church should reject it or 
Christ will reject its members. But 
our rulers say that we have already at- 
tained perfection—that we have a per- 
fect government. But we see this is 
not the case—but that there is as much 
room for improvement now there 
ever was, ter opportunity and more 
Gua in the 
bosom of man certain faculties com- 
mensurate with his wants, and capa- 
ble of infinite progression in improve- 
ment. A soul capacitated for improve- 
ment and expansion should never be 
circumscribed by the land marks of a 
cruel tyrant. But our learned men of 
the day tell us we can advance no far- 
ther, we must now sto to ad- 
vance is to fall, and to attempt im- 
provement is to meet sudden destruc- 
tion. To this the response of tyrants 
would be Amen, but the voice of nature 
cries in lond and unmistakable tones, 
it is false. 

We boast of living in a free govern- 
ment, because it tolerates religious lib- 
erty ofthe press. But whence does 
this liberty proceed—does it proceed 
from the constitution? Can the gov- 
ernment tolerate a nigee Can the 

vernment make anything right, in- 

ependent of the eternal principles of 
justice? All rights are self-existent 
and eternal, independent of the will of: 
man. No man ever created a right, it 
is intrinsically and inherently so from 
the nature of things. Admitting that 
there could be such a thing as the tole- 
ration of a right, none but the Creator 
of that right could tolerate it. What! 
the creature tolerate the gifts of the 
Creator? A nw be led to 
conclude from the actions ofour rulers, 


‘that they were sent from God and that 
their authority was from heaven. We 
have some things belonging to us of 
natural right, and government in the 
and plenitude of its benevo- 
ence permits us toenjoythem. Bles- 
sed toleration! Toleration can exist 
only in the relation of the giver and re- 
ceiver, of the creatorand creature. It 
would be as just to praise government 
for permitting a man to retain the nose 
on the face, or the hair on the head, as 
to extol it for the toleration of religious 
liberty, or any other natural right.— 
The toleration of a right implies the 
rightand power to withholdit. There- 
fore if government can tolerate a right, 
on the same principle and with equal 
justice can it withhold it. It may tole- 
rate a wrong, but it can never tolerate a 
right. It may tolerate that which is 
wicked, but it can never tolerate that 
which is good. It may tolerate the 
slaveholder in the bondage and op- 
pression of his fellow being—it ma 
tolerate rulers in plundering the ruled; 
but it can never tolerate a man in en- 
joying the fruits of his industry, or in 
the possession of true and genuine lib- 
erty. Why? Because these are his 
inalienable and inviolable rights guar- 
anteed to him by his Creator, and no 
man has any right eitherto permit or 
to prevent him enjoying these privi- 
leges. Even God himself can not tole- 
rate @ man in anything; it is con 
to his divine and immutable attributes. 
To do one thing and tolerate another 
belongs only to a false government, and 
to the kingdom of the wicked One.— 
Therefore let Christians cease to boast 
of the toleration of governments. It is 
blasphemy against high heaven. Zxb- 
erty is a natural right, eternal and im- 
mutable as its Author. Itis a true 
maxim that like causes must and will 
pruduce like effects—that a pure stream 
can not flow from a corrupt fountain. 
Ifa government be bad, how can the 
fruit be otherwise? Ifa people do not 


possess true and genuine political and 
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civil liberty, how is it expected 
they can enjoy natural liberty? Why 
has not the government, if it has what 
our rulers say, ameliorated the condi- 
tion. of man to. a greater extent than 
it has? Why. are not crimes dimin- 
ished? Why does injustice continue 
to stain and degrade the character of 
man! It is a matter of fact, denied by 
none, that crime.and injustice prevail 
to a extent even in our own gov- 
ernment, which is admitted by all to be 
the best on the earth. Even in those 
nations which we call barbarous, crimes 
and injustice are not so common. I 
do not mention this because I am an 
advocate of a savage state of society, 
but as a proof that our present systems 
of government are not founded upon 
the eternal principles of justice and the 
unerring laws of nature. Why does 
not true religion prevail, and why docs 
it not refine mankind! Because the 
governments of men are antagonist to 
the government of Christ. The gov- 
ernment of Christ is. liberty, the - 
ernment of the world is slavery. The 

vernment of Christ is to do as we 
would be done by, the government of 
our politicians 1s not to do as. they 
would be done by. The one is founded 
on. benevolence, the other on usurpation 
—the one acts from a true interest, the 
other froma self interest—the 
one is founded on egutty, the other on 
iniquity. Men livingunder a govern- 
ment which is not founded upon a prin- 
ciple of right, upon the Bibdle, will 
necessarily e of the nature of 
that government, and will imbibe its 
Popeyes however unjust they may 

. Hewho lives six days under a false 
system of government and only one up- 
der a true system, will soon become the 
abject slave of the former. With these 
premises before us, we are pre to 
ask the question, Whatis li j— 
Whence does it come? To the first 
interrogatory the answer is, Freedom or 
permission to do as one being 


that | 


the second the reply is borne from the 
eternal world, that God the Sovereign 
ofall things, is its Author. He hasim- 
planted in the very nature of man a 
principle which nothing but liberty can 
satisfy—a principle which causes him 
to value liberty second only to life itself. 
Yes, my friends, /iberty is that principle 
which burns in the bosom of every 
man, and causes him to know and re-. 
alize. that he is aman. Deprive him 
of this and what doeshe become? A 
mere machine which moves as it is im- 
pelled. Deprive him of this and you 
destroy. hope, without which. the most 
werful energies become dormant.— 
eprive him of this, and you destroy 
an element in his character without 
which there never was a man. De- 
prive him of this, and you render him 
miserable. If liberty be thus precious, 
who does not desire it? If the love of 
liberty is founded ona principle im- 
planted by the Creator, who does not 
wish to see that love gratified? Who 
does not wish to see liberty universall 
possessed and enjoyed? Fellow cit- 
zens, let us examine for a short time 
the sentiment, that ‘‘Ours is the land 
of the free.” We Americans boast of 
our country as being free—as being the 
only country where hberty of thought, 
of speech, and of action is permitted. 
We boast of living in an age of civili- 
zation, of reason, and of christianity. . 
We boast of being Christians, of bei 
governed, and guided by that boo 
whose author is God, and whose mis- 
sion ‘* is on earth, good will to 
men.” Would to God that. our boast- 
ing were true—that we were in deed 
and in truth what we profess to be.— 
But I fear our boasting is unfounded, 
indeed I know it, as long. as we con- 
tinue to-hold our fellow beings in bond- 
age. In the midst. of the branches of 
that tree whose wide spreading foliage 
extends from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
from the bleak regions of the North to 
the sunny plains of the South, .is a 


always amenable to laws of right. To. 


‘branch whose dark and horrid shade 
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indicates anything else than liberty; 
a‘ branch w influence is more de- 
structive than the deadly Bohon Upas; 
a branch under whose accursed shad- 
ow, three millions of human beings are: 
held in the most slavery. Yet this 28 
the tree of liberty. This is the tree 
which stands deep-rooted in freedom’s 
soil, O! Americans, cease to boast of 
your liberty—cease to call yourselves 
free, while so many of your fellow be- 
ings are ning under the cruel lash 
of the merciless t. Cease to claim 
your country ‘‘as the land of the free,”’ 
while you are trampling the image of 
your Maker in the dust. Cease to 
aim it to the world that America 
is an asylum for the op , while 
you disregard that plain command, ‘‘do 
unto all men as" would that th 
should do unto you.”’ Cease to 
of freedom, while you dis the 
fundamental principle of your Declara- 
tion of Independence, “that all men 
are created equal, and endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights, among which are /2fe, liberty, 


and the pursuit of happiness.” All 
men are born alike and equal as it re- 


gards their rights. The difference 
among men in color, form, and appear- 
afice, is the result of physical causes 
upon the human system.— 
ehuman race have all descended 
from one common parent. God “has 
made of one blood all nations of men, 
to dwell on all the face of the earth.” 
If liberty and slavery are to be deter- 
mined by complexion, and rights to 
be measured by color, what form is to 
be adopted as the standard of liberty— 
and what the subject of slavery? Man 
was created in the image of his Maker 
—not his body or physical nature be- 
cause, that is changed by surrounding 
circumstances ; but his soul and its at- 
tributes, which are eternal and un- 
changeable. If a difference in physical 
appearance produces a difference in 

_ moral relations or in natural rights, how 


who has the nee to say who shall 
be free and who shall not be free. The 
mind is the standard of the man—when- 
ever you see a being endowed with in- 
tellectual faculties, there you behold a 
aman. Wherever see a bein 
possessed of reason, there you beho 

a man—there you see reflected the 
image of the deity. Mind is the grand 
distinguishing feature of man. This 
is the way by which nature distinguishes 
man from other creatures, but our poli- 
ticians have discovered that the distinc- 
tion is not a one; it therefore de- 
volves upon them to tell us what shaped 
legs and arms, what shade of complex- 
ion, what color of the eye, what kind of 
a nose, what thickness of the lips the 
creature must to entitle him to 
the appellation man. We leave it to 
you who boast of American liberty, to 
point out which are the chosen and 
which are the re} of God. “Ours 
is the land of the free,’’ notwithstand- 
ing the minds and bodies of three mil- 
lions of our ple are bound with 
slavery’s chains. He who dares at- 
tempt to break the chains of the op- 
and to let the captives & free 
either physically or intellectually, is 
declaired a traitor to his country, and 
is liable to be punished by the law of 
that government upon whose flag is in- 
scribed, Liberty! Liberty! ! Liberty! / / 
Glorious li ! Happy, free country! 
Citizens of America, beware how 
act. You can never enjoy liberty while 
you enslave others—reap happiness 
while you sow wretchedness and mis- 
ery. You are pursuing a course which 
will eventually terminate in the ruin 
of your republic. You are forging and 
preparing the tortures of your own 
punishment. ‘Slavery, thou art a bit- 
ter draught.” Bitter not only to those 
drinking, but also to those inister- 
ing. Christians, stop and consider—re- 
flect upon what you are doing. While 
your benevolence, christianity and sym- 
pathy are prompting you to send mis- 


is this difference to be determined or 


lsionaries ‘to the heathen—while the 
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love of Christ is constraining you to 
translate the Bible into the different 
dialects of earth, in order that all may 
read the story of Calvary in their 
own vernacular tongue; will you not 
think of the heathen at home—will 
you not remember the poor African, 
whom are your brethren, who 
are forbidden by law to read that book 
whose pts alone can guide us from 
earth to heaven? He is a poor Chris- 
tian whose benevolence, justice, hu- 
manity, and love does not extend to 
those of his own household. How can 
you the God of mercy and of lib- 
erty to bless ~~ philanthropic missions 
abroad, while you are degrading and 
demoralizing your fellow beings at 
home? Know that while you continue 
to act thus, your religion is a farce, your 

rayers a mockery, and your profession 

ypocrisy. Remember that there will 
be a judgment just, though awful to 
the usurpers of human right, when the 
Angel of purity and innocence will 
plead the cause of the oppressed and 
those in the bondage of ts and 
slaveholders at the bar of Eternal Jus- 
tice 


Fellow Students, a few words to you 
and I shall havedone. You live ina 
remarkable age. You are living in an 
age of conflicts, of truth against error, 
right against wrong, liberty against 
slavery. The battle has begun and the 
victory must be won. It devolves up- 
on you to say wo which side you will 
fight. Your influence must be for weal 
or woe. Let me hope that you will 
make a wise choice—that you will en- 
list in that army whose commander is 
God, and upon whose banner is written 
truth, love, and justice. If this be your 
choice, it is confidently hoped that truth 
will triumph over error, and that true 
religion and universal liberty will walk 
hand in hand over all the regions of the 
earth. With this hope beating in my 
bosom I close, by wishing that the time 
may 8 ily come when it shall be 
proclaimed in e land and nation, 
Libertas omnibus, servitus nullis. 


of the work that infinite wisdom and 


Bible Vindicated.—No. 5. 


In our last, we took our leave of Mo- 
ses and the prophets, of Hebrew ser- 
vitude as approved and regulated by 
the law of Moses, and Jewish slavery 
as reproved and condemned by the 
prophets, and abolished by the judg- 
ments of God sent upon a nation of 
oppressors. 
e now open to another department, » 
and shall hear what other parties have 
to offer by way of divine sanctions in 
this great contest. 

And by way ofsettling some prelim- 
inaries, wé shall say, | 

1. That Jesus Chirist and his Apos- 
tles had to take the world as it was, as 
they found it, its religious and civil in- 
stitutions as they were and make the best 


benevolence could on moral principles. 

2. To destroy sin, and to save the 
sinner, are leading elements in God’s 
moral government, at least, so far 
as this world is concerned. These prin- 
ciples pervade every dispensation of 
God’s will to man, from the first to the 
second Adam. God has changed his 
forms and appliances, but his princi- 
ples never. These areimmutable. So 
far as this has been effected have the 
ends of the divine administration been 


accomplished. 
looks upon the 


Sea.” 


The divine clemen 
sinner first as the child of misfortune. 
This favorable view has opened to man 
adoorofmercy. Butifthe sinner will 
not enter, then he stands before God 
in the light of a culprit. | 

The compassionate Redeemer read 
his own commission in the Syn 
at Nazareth. ‘‘And when he had opened 
the book he found the place where it 
was written, The spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me 
to preach the Gospel to the ! He 
hath sent me to heal the broken heart- 
ed, to h deliverance to the captive, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
to set at liberty them that are bruised. 
> — the acceptable year of the 
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With these instructioné God sent his 
Son on a mission to this world. look 


at the specifications in this commission. 
The words poor,” ‘* broken-hearted,”’ 


captives,” “blind,” bruised,” dis- 
cribe the condition of those for whose 
benefit this mission was_ instituted, 
‘“To preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord.”” To make compensation to the 


unfortunate therefore am | come, to re- 


move the cause, and save from pover- 
ty, broken-heartedness, captivity, etc. 

Such then is the caption to the Gos- 
pel—the heading to the work of Jesus 
Christ. So far as the then existing in- 
stitutions and relations tended to bring 


- man into, and hold him in the condi- 


tion here described, these were to be 
corrected. He would make another ef- 
fort by new appliances to destroy sin 
and save the poor unfortunate sinner. 
For in some important aspect his present 
sorrows are not of bisown choosing, 
or his own mismanagement. 

Witu this preface. we will approach 
some of the outposts. The civil gov- 
ernment was an absolute pagan des- 
potism. Jesus Christ and his Apostles 
were tax-payers but not voters. They 
could not propitiate the government 
tofavorthe ‘* broken-hearted,” and the 
The civilization was of pa- 
gan type. The bible had nothing to do 

irectly in modeling society outside 
Judea. Christianity was not then res- 
ponsible for the order of society, as it 
now 1s in what are called Christian 
lands. Whatever was incompatible 
with sound Christian morality had to 
be corrected. This they aimed to do 
and did do, by converting the world to 
Christianity. Converting was their ful- 


' erum, and to teach and perfect the con- 


verted was their only lever to raise up 
thesunken mass. Not to convert would 
have been failure. Not to make the 
converted better in their circumstances 
and relations, purer, holier, happier 
in their persons would have been defeat, 
and the “‘ acceptable year of the Lord” 
would have been but a golden dream, 


as many of the so-called reformations 
have been. 
‘**Go, preach the Gospel to every 

creature” is the’ most philanthropic, 

the boldest, the grandest: oracle ever 
heard. by mortal man, and contains 
more of the sive than the litera- 
ture of the world beside. Under this 
broad behest, the Apostles go forth to 
convert the nations to righteousness. 

They must not pass one creature.” 
|They must make a tender of the Gos- 
pel to the Jew, to the Gentile, to the 
white man, to the black man, to the mas- 
ter, to the slave, to the polygamist, and 
tohis wives. Butright here we turn up 
difficulty, Jesus Christ gave no coun- 
tenance to a plurality of wives, shall 
they withold the Gospel? No, ‘* preach 
it to every creature.” Shall they re- 
quire the polygamist to repudiate all 
his wives, save one? Thelaw of God 
will allow him one, which of the three or 
more may he retain? They are all equal- 
ly his wives, he is under the same obli- 
gations toall. To make separation a con- 
dition of acceptance, would have been 
unjust. The Gospel cannot be the min- 

ister of unrighteousness. Let them 

come in. He took these several women 
when no law forbade him, but law justi- 
fied him. It was noi sin to him then 
‘‘for by the law is the knowledge of 
but letit spread no further. It did 
spread no further. The Apostle’s teach- 
ings put a check to it. Would any 
preacher of the Gospel now doas the 
Apostles did ? Under the same cireum- 
stance they should follow their exam- 
ple. But where christian morality 
and christian civilization have pre- 
ceded conversion, we require a formal 
separation. In the latter case we would 
be igovannss by the Apostles’ teachings 
and say that every man is to have his 
own wife and every woman her own 


husband. 
If the Apostles had justified poly- 
gamy it would have continued in the 


Church as before. But having been 
abolished by christian civilization, its 
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former extenuation is forever removed 
in all christian lands. The simple fact 
that Apostles polygamists in 
their day and order of society is no ev- 
idence that we shoulddosonow. Not 
one of my brethren in the ministry 
would do s0, no, not even those who 
baptize slaveholders would baptize a 
po roe now. They would say, 
and with t propriety, the teachings 
of Jesus Christ, and of his Apostles, 
are 0 to this relation, and the man | 
that has more than one wife now has 
nothing to palliatehisease. With Jesus 
Christ and the Apostles before me Il 
will venture the affirmation that no 
converted man could become a poly- 
gamist. The conclusion then is that 
to save the sinner the A postles took the 
ies in polygamy into the Church, 

ut left the sinful custom outside. This 
was both mercy and justice, under the 
then existing circumstances, ting 
some extenuation on account of former 
greene As christianity progressed 

e ignorance of past was dispel- 
led, and the evils of society were rebu- 
ked in advance of conversion. This 
being done on a scale so broad, the pro- 
clamation of the Gospel was emphatic- 
ally ‘* The acceptable year of the Lord” 
to the poor,”’ the ** broken-hearted,” 
the ‘‘ captives,” ete. With theconsent 
of the christian world I may say 
the Gospel is anti polygamy. To take 
the opposite position would be too 
monstrous. 

To corrupt the sins of society we 
mean organic sins, as, when the head 
and heart of the nation are fixed upon 
a specific evil—that evil must by some 
means be taken into hand otherwise it 
is unmanageable. To bring such na- 
tiona: /ustings under corrective treat- 
ment a degree of allowance must some- 
times be granted, and lesser evils must 
become matters of temporary sufferance 
in order to prevent, or correct 
ones. The infinitely wise and benevo- 
lent God has everacted upon this prin- 
ciple. When the nation of leona re- 


jected God as their King and usted for 
another that they might be in fashion 
with their neighbors, he yielded to 
their repeated importunities and gave 
them one, not because the demand of 
a nation for a king was right, or pleas- 
ing to himself, but as a choice 

evils. For when he told the people 
by the mouth of Samuel, that their kin 
would afflict them sorely, they believ 


Now hear a comment upon this in- 
structive fact, ‘* O, Israel, thou hast des- 
troyed thyself, but in me is thy help. 
I will be thy King ; where is any other 
that can save thee in all thy cities and 
thy judges, of whom thou saidest, Give 
us a king and princes. I gave thee a 
king in mine anger and took him away 
in my wrath.’ Hosea xiii. 9, 10, 11. 
So deep rooted was this unholy desire, 
that it had to be granted or the nation 
destroyed. ‘* And Saul was anointed 
king over Israel.”? God gave the Jews 
a king, therefore the desire to have a 
king was a in his sight. 

You to enter 
the Church, therefore polygamy is right 
say the inhabitants of Utah. God al- 
lowed slaveholders to enter the Church, 
therefore slavery is right, for God has 

iven it his sanction, so says the slave- 
older and his ist. God gave the 
Jews a king, now let us reject King 
Jesus and have another to rele over us, 
would be the same in fact and in logte. 
But God also recognized the relation 
of kings, and subjects, in Israel, and 
made their reciprocal duties thesubject 
of special legislation,—Aow did he ap- 
ove the relation? Is this conclusion 
te itimate ? let the prophet Hosea, de- 
cide. ‘*I gave thee a king in mine 
anger and took him away in my wrath.” 
To elaborate this principle in the divine 
vernment a little farther we will 
ear from David, ‘‘They soun forgot his 
works, they waited not for his counsel, 
but lusted exceedingly and tempted God 
in the desert. And he gave them their 


request but sent leanness in their soul. 


him not, but said “* give us a king,” etc. — 
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Psalm evi. 13, 14,15. Again, ‘Moses, 
because of the hardness of your hearts, 
suffered you to put away your wives ; 
bnt from the beginning it was not so.”’ 
Matt. xix. 8. this way God kept 
the Jews in abeyance. In mercy he per- 
mitted in given cases what was not in 
harmony with strict moral principle. 
That through his forbearance he might 
Bave the nation from total apostacy and 


But hence to a 
“God gave the Jews a king,”’ gave the 
things they “‘lusted after in the desert,” 
and “suffered them to put away their 
wives,” that therefore God justified 
them in these things, is to argue most 
fallaciously. Such conclusion is dis- 
honorable to God and the Bible, and 
positively, “turning the grace of God 
tnto lascvviousnese.”’ The polygamy and 
slavery of the New Testament belon 
to this category. When the gospe 
was promulgated, society was 80 en- 
tangled with these relations that the 
the masses of the poor, were either 
degraded wives or degraded slaves. To 
have insisted upon divorcement and 
manumission, a8 conditions of salva- 
tion would have been virtually an 
abandonment of the eration of the 
world by the gospel. The rich, the in-. 
fluential, were in favor of these in- 
stitutions ; the weak were under their 
wer. The popular ear could never 
e been reached by the Apostles, if 
they had assailed directly these time- 
honored law-established usages. It is 
indeed questionable whether the Chris- 
tian religion could have been estab- 
lished at all. In thatevent these evils 
would have continued until the end of 
time to afflict and curse mankind. To 
remove the evils, they must be ‘taken 
in-hand.”’ Tomake them manageable, 
they must be brought under the juris- 
diction of Christianity. To accomplish 
this, the gospel had to be made availa- 
ble to those who were involved in these 


name. 
argue that because 


‘Come, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, was to all classes. 

There is a striking analogy between 
polygamy and slavery; both are of 
uman creation. The first originated 
in the lust of the flesh, the second in 
the lust of forbidden gain. The former 
being condemned by the law of the 
land, and the latter legalized, affects 
not the quality of the institution, nor 
yet their coincidence. Neither can 
any — on earth give a valid reason 
why there should be guarantees 
for slavery, and none for poly Is 
not thelust of “‘ sordid gain” as mis- 
chievous in its various workings, a8 
hateful to heaven, and ruinous to man, 
as sternly condemned by the word of 
God, as is the lust of the flesh? And 
the conclusion is both safe and charit- 
able, that the man who is a slave- 
holder because the “law of the State 
permits him to be such,’’ would also be 
a polygamist, if the law of the State 
did not forbid him. 

Slaveholding in the days of the 
Apostles was a thing of “‘good report.” 
Men became slaveholders without re- 
buke. In these United States it was 
always of “bad report,’ of most doubt- 
ful morality. The majority of both 
Church and State have so regarded the 
Institution from the infancy of our 
country. The man that becomes a 
slaveholder now, does so in despite of 
this fact. The Jight has shone upon 
this dark and doubtful concern. : 

The Roman slaveholder had not the 
light in advance; the American slave- 
holder has the light, and ‘‘ loves the 
darkness.” The circumstances of slave- 
holders before the christian era and 
since that period are dissimilar, as dis- 
similar as pagan and christian civiliza- 
tion. Therefore Christian ministers 
refuse Church membership to poylga- 
mists. Why not refuse the same to 
slaveholders. 

So much by way of preliminary. In 
our next we shall examine the New 


relations. Therefore, the invitation, 


Testament, and give the result of our 
former review. 3. HARTZEL. 
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Visit to Wayne and Randolph Cos., Ind. 
On Saturday, Augnst 16th, at 6 
o'clock A. M., we left home to visit 
the brethren in Wayne and Randolph 
Oos., Ind., whither we had been invit- 
ed by several brethren. At8}0’clock 
the ‘“‘iron horse” landed us at Rich- 
mond, where we had the pleasure of 
meeting Bro. Elihu Harlan, one of the 
oldest and most efficient preachers of 
eastern Indiana, Bro. Harlan convey- 
ed us to his residence in the village of 
Bethel, some twelve miles north of 
Richmond, where we continued until 
the following Tuesday, enjoying mean- 
while the hospitalities of a number of 
the brethren, living within the bounds 
of the congregation. We delivered six 
discourses to very attentive audiences, 
and on Lord’s Day to a very large one. 
The brethren gave the most conclusive 
evidence of their determination to hold 
up our hands while endeavoring to 
preach a free gospel and to cast our in- 


fluence on the side of the downtrodden 


and the oppressed ofevery land. There 
are besides Elders Elihu Harlan and 
Hosea Tillson, several younger mem- 
bers of the congregation, who labor in 
word and doctrine, and We learned that 
the present state of conspicuity to which 
the cause of primitive christianity has 
_ arrived in Wayne and the adjoining 
counties, is mainly owing to the zeal 
and self-sacrificing spirit which has al- 
ways existed in the Bethel congrega- 


tion. They have toa considerable ex- 
tent carried out what we deem to be the 
true and legitimate missionary fune- 
tions of the Church of Jesus Christ. . 
On Tuesday by Elder’ H. Tillson, 
we were conveyed to “Sugar Grove” 


meeting house, where we delivered two 
discourses to very small congregations. 
The brethren are scattered over quite 
a large scope of country, and owing 
to the workings of the “fell destroyer” 
death, and the spirit of emigration, are 
considerably reducedin numbers. We 
heard it intimated that our anti-slave- 


ry views were perhaps the cause of . 


some being absent. We enjoyed the 
hospitalities of a brother, whose name 
has escaped our memory, and who car- 
ried us at night to the village of 
“Spartansburg,” where we had the 
pleasure of addressing a very respecta- 
ble congregation, in the best construct- 
ed house we saw during onr visit. 
There is no Christian congregation 
at that point, and the new Church edi- 
fice in which we spoke, is a ‘*Republi- 
can” house, that is, itis free to preach- 
ers of every denomination, and as we 
learned, the regulations concerning it, 
are such as entirely obviate the difficul- 
ties which usually arise in neigh- 
borhoods where such houses are built. 
Every appointment sent thither that 
does not conflict with some previous 
one, is recorded in.a book kept for that 
purpose, and no one is allowed to make 
one afterwards, at the same time. In 


order to prevent the “‘aggressive” pro- — 


pensities of denominations, who might 
wish to occupy the house to the ex- 
clusion of others, provision is made 
against a succession of appomtments 
by one man, or one denomination.— 
When a person having an appointment, 
fills that one, he Yan make another at 
any fature period, not already engaged, 
but nothing further. But we wish, for 
the benefit of our brethren, who may 
purpose building houses of worship, to 
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say something respecting their proper 
construction... The first thing. to be de- 
termined is the size, which must neces- 
sarily vary in different localities, and 
should correspond with the size of the 
congregation. We think as a general 
thing, our brethren build their meeting- 
honses too large, It is much better to 
have a house too small for extraordi- 
nary occasions, than too large for ordi- 
nary ones. A house that will comfort- 
ably hold a congregation assembled at 
the annual meeting will usually be un- 
eomfortably empty during the balance 
ofthe year. But the greatest mistake 
usually committed in the construction 
of our Church edifices, is the location 
of the speaker’s stand, or ‘“‘pulpit,’’ be- 
tween the doors. We presume that 
ninety-nine ont of every hundred speak- 
ers, would prefer to have their stand in 
the opposite end ofthe house from the 
doors. Indeed we have yet to hear the 
first good reason for placing it in front 
between the doors, while the evils and 
inconveniences of such a position are 
apparent to all who have-had any ex- 
perience in the matter. We cannot 
imagine how such a custom of building 
ever obtained among us, unless it orig- 
inated in over anxiety to do every thing 
differently from our sectarian neigh- 
bors around us. 


_ After spending the night with Bro. 
C. F. Alexander, he carried us to the 
‘* Gilead” meeting house, where we de- 
livered three discourses to large and 
attentive audiences.. We spent the 
night at the hospitable dwelling of 
Bro. Kelly, in company with Elder 


Uriah Ball of White River, who con- 
- yeyed us on Thursday to his residence, 


where we remained until the next day, 


meanwhile delivering two discourses 
in a new meeting house, being erected 
by the exertions and at the expense, 
almost entirely of Bro. Ball. On Fri- 
day Bro. Ball conveyed us to “‘ Carna- 
han’s”’ meeting house, where we ad- 
dressed the people three times, after 
which we spent the night with Bro. 
Mathias Miller, who besides bestowing 
upon us the comforts of his hospitable 
house, and conveying us to Salem, 
(our next appointment) gave us ‘‘ ma- 
terial aid ’’ in furtherance of the great 
work in which we are engaged. At 
Salem we had the pleasure of meeting 
and forming an acquaintance with two 
of our preaching brethren, Elders 
Barnhill Polly, and Thomas Wiley. 
We spoke three times to good audien- 
ces, and enjoyed the hospitabilities of 
several brethren. We found the breth- 
ren not forgetful that something more 
than good wishes is necessary to sus- 
tain those who labor for the good of the 
human race and the glory of God, 
either with the tongue or pen. 

On Lord’s Day morning we were con- 
veyed by Bro. Shipley to ‘Union City,”’ 
a new “city”? located on the state 
line between, Ohio and Indiana, but 
chiefly in Randolph County, Indiana. 
Several Railroads point thither, and it 
bids fair soon to become a place of con- 


siderable note. Although, only three 


years old, it is said to number about 
twelve hundred inhabitants. The site 
being the most elevated in all that 
region of country, we conclude it must 
be at least comparatively healthy. We 
have no congregational organization 
there, although there are several dis- 
ciples living in the vicinity; but the 
brethren of the adjacent congregations 
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with a praiseworthy zeal and liberality 
have erected a commodious house of 
worship, which we found filled to its 
utmost capacity. We spoke three 
times, and had the satisfaction to find 
three individuals, (two gentleman and 
a lady) disposed to confess their faith 
in the Lord Jesus and be buried with 
him in the waters of baptism. We en- 
joyed during our stay the hospitali- 
ties of Judge Rulon, whose wife is one 


of the most intelligent sisters in the| P° 


place. 

Upen the whole we were much 
pleased with our visit. We became 
acquainted with many good and true 
brethren and sisters, some of whom 
we had previously known by character. 
We were highly gratified to find the 
brethren almost universally enlisted on 
the side of liberty and in opposition 
to the aggressions of American slavery. 
They do not look upon it as the only 
evil in the country, but as the ‘“‘maxi- 
mum of all evil,” and consequently to 
be opposed by every consistent disciple 
of the Lord Messiah. 

On Monday we took the ears for 
Dayton, and from thence to Cincinnati, 
where we arrived in safeg> after an ab- 
sence of ten days, during which time 


we traveled some two hundred and fifty | 984 


miles and preached twenty three dis- 


courses. 


Politics and Religion. 


There is no surer indication of a con- 
sciousness of error in politicians than 
their determination that religion and 
politics should be divorced. The reason 
of this is clear. Religion bears a con- 
sistent testimony against their wicked- 
ness ; hence they both it and its 


author. It administers its withering 


It is not, then, s 


rebukes. for their oppression and cor- 
ruption ; and hence they are restless in 
its presence. It will not let them en- 


joy in peace their usurped authority, or 


carry out their selfish and iniquitous 
purposes. On this account corrupt poli- 
ticians become exceedingly zealous for 
the interests and the purity of religion, 
and would not for the world, its spotless 
robes should be polluted by meddling 
with politics. 

They know and feel that genuine 
religion has a divine and irresistible 
wer ; that when brought to bear on 
iniquity, whether in high or low 
whether’in the ecclesiastical, political, 
or soc al world, error must fall before it. 
rising that they be- 
come alarmed and earnestly cry out 
against any religious interference, a8 
did their protutypes of olden time: 
‘‘What have we to do with thee? Art 
thou come to torment us before the 
time?’’ The religious feeling of the 
country has now become thoroughly 
aroused. A just indignation fills the 
heart of every unprejudiced and upright 
Christian, because of the wickedness 
of those men who are prostituting the 
powers of the government for the basest 
purposes. In this, and in this alone, 
under a wise Providence, we may hope 
for the safety and ent peace of 
the country. We donot, we dare not, 
deprecate this agitation. However 
much professed conservatives, both in 
politics and religion, may cry out 
inst it, we are free to say we reoice 
in it. Not indeed in the agitation, for 
its own sake, but in it as a means for 
purifying the moral and political atmos- 
phere.—We rejoice in it for the same 
reason that we rejoice in the lightning 
which consumes the noxious vapors of 
the air, which are spreading pestilence 
and death. We say, Let the agitation 
come. However unpleasant it may be. 
its necessity makes it welcome.— 
would be a foolish t who would 
refuse to allow a sick child to receive & 
medicine because it would sicken and 
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agitate the patient. That would bea 
foolish, yea, a criminal physician who 
would plaster over a dangerous sore, 
merely that the patient might not see it 
while the fatal disease would work its 
way tothe vitals. Yet not less criminal 
are those doctors of the body politic, 
who are constantly administering 
opiates while a malignant disease — 
in the system, threatening speedy dis- 
solution. It may be indeed that agita- 
tion may cause death. But it is the 
only hope, and in it there is hope. 

Better die in the use of the means which 
gives a hope of life, than that mortifi- 
cation should cause dissolution. 

But it is not surprising that the cor- 
rupt politicians who are now at the 
head of the nation, should think reli- 
gion would be greatly dishonored by 
associating it with politics. If politics 
were what they judge it to be, then 
indeed neither religion or morals could 
have anything to do with it, other than 
to exterminate it from the earth. The 
word, in their minds, is synonymous 
with a corrupt and selfish ambition. It 
is a system of intrigue and deception for 
the most selfish pur .' Tt is a play 
in which each of the actors hopes to 
raise himself to power, though it be at 
the sacrifice of the prospects and repu- 
tation of friend and foe. With such 
the interests of the nation aré but as 
the drop of the bucket when weighed 
inthe balance against their own per- 
sonal promotion. Christ can have no 
fellowship with Belial; neither can 
religion have any communion with such 
een gE It knows it only as an ene- 
my. its mission is to overthrow it. 

_ But politics, rightly understood, is a 
very different thing from this trade of 
corrupt office-seekers. Itis a science 
of great importance and deserving the 
attention of every truc patriot. Web- 


ster defines politics or the science of 
government, “That part of ethics which 
consists in the regulation and govern- 


ment of the nation or state, for the 


prosperity ; comprehending the defence 
of its existence and rights against for- 
eign control or conquest, the augmen- 
tation of its aye and resources, and 
the protection of its citizens in their 
rights, with the preservation and im- 
provement of their morals.” This de- 
finition of politics, the accuracy of which 
none can call in question, places it far 
above the idea of the mere seeker of 
office, and shows that politics as a sci- 
ence, whose office is to promote the in- 
terests and morals of a nation, is very 
different from politics as atrade. This 
view of the science of government, mak- 
ing morals a part of it, at once elevates 
it to the dignified and important place 
of the handmaid of religion. The 
interests of the one are intimately con- 
nected with the interests of the other. 
The exaltation of men of corrupt prin- 
es and base practices to places 
of honor and power, encourages wick- 
edness in the humbler walks of life. 
The country now verifies the truth of 
the Psalmist: “The wicked walk on 
every side when vile men are exalted,” 
The Christian voter and the Christian 
citizen can not release himself from the 
obligation which his relation to God 
and to his country imposes upon him. 
If he will, he can not, he dare not, 
prove false to the solemn trust com- 
mitted to him, under a plea that as 
a Christian anne nothing to do with 
a As™a Christian he will be 
eld to a solemn account for the manner 
in which he has employed the power 
vested inhim. There has been no time 
in the past history of this nation when 
Christians were so loudly called upon 
to realize their responsibilities and per- 
form their duties as at the present. A 
momentous crisis in our national 
affairs is upon us, and it must be met. 
It is reformation or destruction. If 
there is not sufficient love of justice and 
truth in the land to redeem it frcm the 
hand of the oppressor, there is a power 
in the God of truth which will bring 


preservation of its safety, peace, and 


down the nation’s pride, and overthrow 
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the oppressor. He long ago said to a 
nation of oppressors, “Thy terribleness 
hath deceived thee, and the pride of 
thine heart: O! thon that dwellest in 
clefts of the rock, that holdest the 
ight of the hill ; though thou shouldst 
e thy nest as high as the eagle, yet 
will I bring thee down from thence, saith 
the Lord.’’—The battle which is to be 
fought is for truth and righteousness, 
and for the preservation of our govern- 
ment; considerations which ought to 
engage the earnest efforts of all Chris- 
tians.— Exchange. 

The foregoing very sensible article 
was putin type for our August No. 
but was crowded out in making up the 
form. Since then we have read an- 
other article, under the same caption, 
writen by our cotemporary and brother 
of the quill, Elder B. Franklin, which, 
although somewhat lengthy, we give 
entire, and upon which we propose to 
offer a few criticisms, although in the 
judgment of its author, perhaps, ‘‘no 
person of any note”’ will object to what 
he has written. 


Politics and Religion. 


In every great political excitement, the 
cause of religion suffers in this country, 
more or less, in every church that has any 
spirituality in it. e ish chucrch, 
having nothing spiritual in it, and being 
itself as much a secret political organiza- 
tion as the organizations of Know-Noth- 
ings or Sag-Nichts, suffers nothing from 
political excitement except when defeated ; 
or, in other words, suffers nothing only as 
all political parties suffer, when defeated 
by someother party. But when a church, 
its ministry, creed or influence is allowed to 
be made a tool, an engine, a political in- 
strumentality, an auxiliary to some politi- 
cal party or policy, we care not what, nor 
whether good or bad in itself, it. is 
verted from the entire object of its divine 


founder, and becomes a mere carnal and. 
worldly establishment. ‘One of the most 


sublime evidences that Christianity is from 
God, is found in the fact of its non-inter- 
fering spirit with any of the secular insti- 
tutions, civil governments and administra- 
tions of any country in the world, whether 
or bad. It never tries to-get the 
sword into its hand, but once commanded 
a worldly-minded preacher—one who yet 
thought the kingdom of God was to be a 
political institution—whose eye had not yet 
reached a spiritual institution—to put up 
the sword, assuring him that they who 
take the sword shall perish by the sword. 
This lesson many of the carnal-minded 
— "of this land have not even yet 
earned ; nor have we any reason to be- 
lieve, from their present course, that so 
heavenly and divine a lesson will soon 
find a place in their hearts. They are not 
only worldly-minded, carnal, fleshly and 
riveted to human ambition, but appear 
determined to make the whole kingdom of 
God a mere instrumentality for the ac- 
complishment of the objects of their 
worldly schemes and human ambition. 


We are aware that we are using some 
retty strong terms, terms that we have 
hesitated for months to use, but which it 
is of no use to withholdlonger. The time 
has come when every man must show 
where he stands, be tried and separated off 
into his appropriate place. e have 
identified our all with Christ and the 
apostles—with pure Christianity. But 
the time has come, when we are to be 
tested, brow-beat, misrepresented, slan- 
dered, abused and a clandestine effort made 
to injure our influence and cut off out 
support, because we will not consecrate 
our Christian Review, our Christian efforts 
in the pulpit, with the churchof God, so 
far as possible, to the service of politi+ 
cians. But our mind is decisively estab- 
lished on this point. We are not to be 
swerved to the right hand nor to the left, 
We shall not use the Lord’s name as 
pretext, nor religion as a cloak ; but shall 
maintain religion for its own sake, for the 
sake of its Author, and forthe sake of the 
only hope of fallenman. ‘There was more 
sound reason than some men have, in the 


per-| Quaker, when about to fight. He laid off 


the Quaker hat and coat, saying, 
there, Quaker, till I chastise 


the same way, all those religious editors, 
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preachers and churches now converted into 
political engines, who only use the Lord’s 
name as a cloak, his religion as sugar- 
coating to. sweeten some political pill, 
should lay off the religious garb, the name 
of the Lord, the name of the church, and 
the name of the preacher, and stand out 
where they belong; fight under their proper 
motto, and stand upon a level with their 
fellow-citizens of the world. 

If a man has a leading object in view, 
no matter whether religious or worldly, 
let him come out in his proper color, de- 
clare his object, and drive directly at it. 
If a man has a favorite political scheme, 
let him declare it, publish a paper advo- 
cating it, or maintain it in public addresses; 
but not under the name of Christian ; not 
in the name of the Lord, nor under a pre- 
tence of preaching Christ ; for this would 
be a manifest imposition, no matter how 
good the political doctrine. But every 
attempt to make the religion of Christ 
auxiliary to political ends is a perversion, 
and- in direct opposition to the whole 
spirit and entire bearing of the Lord’s 
own reply, when charged with being a 
political aspirant. When arraigned be- 
fore Pilate, and charged with claiming to 
be a king, he explained the matter, and 
obviated the charge, or set it aside, by 
saying, ‘‘My kingdom is not of this world; 
if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not 
be delivered to the Jews ; but now is my 
kingdom not from hence.’? John xviii: 
386. While he frankly admitted that he 
was a king, and that he came into the 
world to bear witness to the truth, he set 
aside all ground of suspicion against him 
as an aspirant to the throne, or any other 
part in ‘the civil government, or one who 
would in any way meddle in the civil in- 
stitutions of his country, by declaring 
that his kingdom is not of this world. 
This declaration was no evasion, but a 
clear, important divine truth, and must be 
shown in the lives of the disciples of 
Christ, by following his example, or the 
cause will suffer immeasurably. 

Our Lord was so careful to keep his 
kingdom and ‘his mission distinct from 
civil ‘affairs, that when he was appealed to, 
to arbitrate a dispute touching an inheri- 


‘arbiter in such matters, or where there 


tance, he inquired, who made him an 


was any authority for him to step aside 
from his mission, or rather pervert his 
mission and his office from their high, 
spiritual and divine object, to a worldly, 
temporal and business object. He was so 
careful to keep hi: mission distinct from 
the world and worldly relations, that when 
engaged in the work of his mission, he 
refused to recognize a fleshly relation—his 
own mother, brother and sister. In his 
kingdom, he recognized no fleshly relation, 
as a basis for any application to him, ora 
reason for his institution conferring any 
benefit on any human being, not except- 
ing his own mother according to the flesh. 
Those who do the will of God, regardless 
of all fleshly ties, political conditions, or 
worldly circumstances, whether male or 
female, bond or free, are mother, sister or 
brother to the Redeemer and Saviour of 
man. So perfectly distinct did our Lord 
and the apostles keep their mission from 
politics, that there is not the remotest hint 
that they ever participated in civil affairs 
in @ single instance, in the whole of 
the sacredrecord. ‘They either never par- 
ticipated in politics in any way, or else 
looked upon the whole matter as so dis- 
tinct from their mission and work, as not 
to be.once mentioned in the whole Chris- 
tian revelation. So distinct is the New 
Testament from political institutions, that 
it contains not one word of instruction to 
civil officers in regard to their duties, not 
one hint what kind of men we should vote 
for, or what form of government we 
should favor. It simply enjoins that 
Christians ‘‘ohgy every ordinance of man 
for the Lord’ sake ;” ‘‘submit to the 
powers that be; for the powers that be 
are ordained of God,’’ and declares that 
‘‘rulers are not a terror to good works, but 
to the evil ;’’ that ‘‘the ruler is the minis- 
ter of God, and bears not the sword in 
vain.” tt, 

The Christian law enjoins that we ‘‘fol- 
low peace with all men and holiness, with- 
out which no man shall see the Lord.” 
It is not enjoined that we follow peace 
with a political party, but ‘‘peace with all 
men,’’ and holiness. The Lord gaid, 
‘“‘Blessed are the peace-makers, for they 
shall be called the children of God.” 
The angels of God shouted when Jesus 
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was born, ‘‘Glory to God in the highest: 
and on earth peace and good will toward 
man.’ Shall that religion, enjoining its 
adherents to ‘‘follow peace with all men,’’ 
promising a blessing upon the peace- 
makers, whose divine Author was intro- 
duced into the world with an angelic shout 
of ‘‘peace on earth,’”’ be made an instru- 
ment in the hands of a misguided and 
worldly priesthood, in the political strifes 
of the world? If it shall, wo betide him 
who does it. It will kill every preacher 


and every church that ever had the spirit 
of God in them, to do it. Indeed, all of 


this description are nowdead. Nota man 
nor a church among them, throughout the 
length and breadth of the country is do- 
ing anything for the cause of God. Not 


& sinner is converted by them, nor a saint 
comforted. Many of them, old men, that 


formerly had the spirit of the Lord, 
preached Christ with aq ower, with 
their souls full of the love of God, con- 
verted sinners, edified and comforted the 
children of God, now sit in the company 
of worldlings, read and discuss politics on 
the Lord’s day, while the house of God 
is forsaken. 


Some of this description are not con- 
tented even with this, but are anxious to 


impair the influence of others, because 


they will not run into the same career. 
They can see the church of God shut up, 


the plave where the Lord’s name was 
recorded, desecrated, their children living 
in their sins, and not attend to an ordi- 
nance of the New Testament ; and are not 


satisfied with this, but are determined as 
far as possible to limit thenfluence of the 
only men that are maintaining the cause, 


they are wrong. One, in a private cor- 
respondence on some matters of this kind, 
says, ‘‘Your writings are ””? as 
an apology for the state of things in his 
church. But this charge, all know who 


and still not seem to be conscious that 


have read what we have written, ts nof 


true. We never wrote or spoke a pro- 
slavery word, or had a pro-slavery feeling 
in our life; nor have we any commission 
from Jesus Christ, as a religious teacher, 
or a preacher of the gospel, to discuss the 
merits or demerits of any system of slave- 

or anti-slavery in theworld. Our mis- 


sion is to preach Christ, Christianity, and 


‘to disentangle it from all connection with 
these side-artifice: devised to draw men 
away from the Lord. We have only al- 
luded to slavery and the excitement about 
it, so far as to discover the proper course 
for a Christian, but not to discuss its 
merits as a system at.all. In doing this, 
we have simply applied to it the rule that 
we do all questions of the kind, viz: To 
inquire for the course pursued by the Lord, 
the apostles, and the first Christians, and 
follow t as infallibly saféeand right. In do- 
‘ing this, we have certainly shown that 
those warring upon us in this matter have 
no commission from heaven, from Christ, 
or his apostles, or in anything in all their 
lives and practice. Weshali, therefore, 
so far as God shall enable us, preach the 
pure gospel of the grace of God, both 
north and south, east and west, to all, 
both great and small, high and low, rich 


to bring them into the kingdom that is not 
of this world—a kingdom that can not be 


God, his Holy Spirit, and his people, 
though the wicked rule and the civil gov- 
ernments are corrupt, with the blessed as- 
surance that they shall one day be delivered 
from all the perplexities of an imperfect and 
sinful state. Here we mustall turn our at- 
tention at last. Civil governments can 
never be perfected. They will always be 
working wrongs and crueltiesin some place. 
The wisdom and power of man can not 
avoid this. The wickedness and selfish- 
ness of men also are in the way, so that 
the civil institutions of the country can 
never be perfected; and he has studied 
Christianity to but little purpose, who 
thinks its aim to be the perfection of the 
human contrivances of the world. It 
looks above this, to the purification and 
perfection of individuals, in their regene- 
tion, and personal sanctification, 

preparation for a better state. It does 
not, like some fleshly systems, look upon 
this world as man’s all, but as moment- 
ary, @ pilgrim state, not our home, not 
our continuing city, but merely the pre- 
pa atory state to a better world. How 


soon this world will all be nothing to all 
these political wranglers, who have suf- 
fered themselves to be made tools for 


political parties, to the neglect of the 


and poor, bond and free ; and thus labor 


moved—where the pure in heart can enjoy | 
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church of God, without one soul ever 
being able to see that all their noise ever 
didany good in any way. How silly it is, 
as well as unchristian, for old friends, 
neighbor’and brethren to disagree and fall 
out about the intricate and deceptive 
schemes of political wire-workers. Such 
men are doing no good for their church or 
éountry. The very circumstance of their 
falling out with their best friends, shows 
that they are insane upon the very sub- 
ject upon which they propose to enlighten 
the world, and of all men in the world 
unsafe to guide either church or 
stigmas B. F. 


the most 
state. 


. Were it not for the conviction that 
the foregoing article is calculated to do 
a positive injury to the cause of hn- 
manity and religion, we should not 
have called to it the attention of our 
readers. It is always a source of re- 
gret on our part, to be constrained to 
criticise the opinions or actions of our 
friends, especially those who occupy a 
deservedly high place in the esteem of 
the community. Towards the author 
we entertain none other than the kind- 
est feelings, and in anything we may 
say, we trust weshall be actuated sole- 
ly ‘by a desire to remove from the 
minds of the brotherhood, impressions 
which we conceive to be most injuri- 
If we understand the drift of the 
article in question and the great design 
of its author, it is to dwvorce.as far as 
_ possible the members of the church of 
Christ from all connection with the af- 
fairs of state, either as representatives 
or constituents, electors or officers. 
We are aware that he does not use the 
precise language we have given, but if 
there is: any point in his long article, 
we think wé have stated it fairly. Now. 
‘We take issue with our brother right at 


this point, and affirm as our deliberate 
conviction, that the very reverse of the 
foregoing is the truth. We hold that 
it is the duty of every christian man in 
@ republican government to exercise 
it religiously, and as achristian. It is 
his duty to inform himself with regard 
to the different policies advocated by 
the different political parties, and in 
view of his responsibilities to God, to 
the Church and to the human family, 
to act accordingly. This has always 
been the case since our present gov- 
ernment has existed; but how much 
greater is the obligation resting upon 
us at the present time, when almost the 
whole moral code of the Bible is inti- 
mately connected with the issue now 
before the people, and to be decided at 
the ballot-box in November next. 

To the extent of his vote and his in- 
fluence every christian man in our 
country is responsible for the result. 
That far it is his province tosay whether 
the system of American slavery shall 
be spread over the fair territories which 
God has given us in trust for genera- 
tions yet unborn, carrying with it 
blight and mildew for the soil, degra- 
dation and wickedness for the slave, 
and licentiousness and enervation to 
the master ; or whether it shall be held 
sacred as a legacy, bequeathed by our 
pilgrim fathers to our children’s chil- 
dren, that they may perpetuate to the 
latest generations the institutions of 
civil and religious liberty, and by the 
exercise of a “‘ free speech,” a ‘free 
press,” a “free pulpit” and “free 
schools,” prepare man for’ usefulness 
be a virtue to stand aloof when the 
happiness of unnumbered millions iaeb 
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happiness of unnumbered millions is at 
stake? Must the christian loak idly on 
and refrain from action when on one 
hand is placed oppression, and blood- 
shed, and adultery, and manstealing, 
and ignorance, and destruction? And 
on the other justice, and peace, and 
chastity, and uprightness, and knowl- 
edge, and salvation? By no means. 
God has made us accountable beings, 
and we are in every Way as responsi- 
ble for the manner in which we act 
politically, as religiously. 

If, as we think it will be conceeded 
even by Bro. Franklin, that it is the 
duty of christians to vote, it follows 
that it is their duty to study politics 
sufficiently to know how to vote under- 
standingly, and if it is their duty to be 
informed on the subject, it is the duty 
of those who possess the leisure and 
talents, and learning, to teach those 
who do not, and here follows the whole 
train of speaking, and writing, and 
printing, and circulating, which has so 
terrified our good brother, and concern- 
ing which he is warning‘his readers. 

Very unfortunately for the cause of 
truth, our cotemporary has become so 
accustomed to writing “dialogues” and 
conversational compositions, in which 
he can always make his antagonists just 
weak enough to be easily knocked 
down, and place in the mouths of his 
imaginary heroes just such arguments 
as he may find convenient to prove 
sophistical, that it seems very difficult 
for him to state correctly any thing 
which he chooses to controvert. Now 
there is a wide difference between “‘the 
its ministry”’ .being “‘al- 
lowed te Beemade a tool, an engine, a 


political an auxiliary 


to some political party,” and the honest 
exercise Of their rights and duties as 
citizens, whether they be private Chris- 
tians or ministers, to vote right them- 
selves and to use their influence to in- 
duce others to do the same. The first 
every good man would repudiate, while 
the second we think the better judg- 
ment of every one must commend. 

It is very easy to assert, that those 
who take adeep interest in the momen- 
tous issue now before the country, are 
“worldly minded, carnal, fleshly and 
riveted to human ambition,” and are 
“determined to make the whole king- 
dom of God.a mere instrumentality for 
the accomplishment of the objects of 
their worldly schemes and human am- 
bition,”’ but it is quite another thing 
to show his atthority for such a state- 
ment. If he had been indulging in 
his favorite employment of introducing 
ficticious personages before his readers, 
as their creator he would have been 
at liberty to make them in his own, or 
any other image as might best suit his 
purpose. But in this case he should 
have remembered that he was treating 
of realities and that he was not war- 
ranted in making wholesale assertions, 
by which ‘the character of a respecta- 
ble portion of his brethren are impli 
cated. When a_ christian editor 
charges his brethren with using “‘ the 
Lord’s name as a pretext,” and * reli- 
gion as acloak,”’ he should at 
spesk advisedly. 

Our brother seems exceedingly jeal- 
ous of thé term “christian.” He is 
unwilling that men should preach, 


print, or vote in that name, if they 
happen to say any thing’in behalf of 


downtrodden humanity, and those in- 
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alienable rights, which God, bestowed 
on all. his creatures. It is questiona- 
ble whether he would allow our Saviour 
himself if now on earth, to assume 
that name, for he said that he was‘ ap- 
pointed to preach the gospel to the poor 
-—to heal the broken hearted—to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recov- 
ery of sight to the blind—to set at lib- 
erty them that are bruised—to - preach 
the. acceptable. year of the Lord.” 
The apostles as ‘‘Chrisivans,”’ and in 
the name of Christ gave special and 
minute directions to their brethren how 
they should act not only in their rela- 
tions to the church, but also tothe world. 

Again he says the ‘‘New Testament 
contains not.one word of instruction 


to civil officers in regard to their duties, 


not one hint what kind of men we 
should vote for, or what form of gov- 
ernment we should favor.”” Now in 
one view of the subject that statement 
is true, but in another it is untrue, and 
in the sense in which it is true it proves 
too much and consequently proves 
nothing. It is true, that neither Christ 
nor his Apostles gave any detailed 
specifications with regard to either vot- 
ing or forms of government, but the 
same is true with regard to matrimony 


with regard to buying and selling or 


possessing houses, and lots, and farms, 
and other real estate, and if the absence 
of regulations in detail on the subject 


of voting and office holding, proves 


office-holding and voting to be anti- 
christian ; the absence of such specific 


regulations, respecting real estate 


and matrimony would make it unchris- 
tian to hold either a marriage certifi- 
cate or a deed in fee simple for a house 
or farm. 


But in the sense in which we pre- 
sume itg author intended it to be un- 
derstood, itis nottrue. We take it for 
granted that he is aware that a religion 
intended for all ages and all nations 
could not abound in formulas or de- 
tailed specifications. The Mosaic in- 
stitution was intended for one nation, 
one form of government, and a partic- 
ular era in the world’s history. Hence, 
every thing pertaining to that institu- 
tion could be (and was,) minutely de- 
scribed and marked out. But it is not 
s0 with the Christian institution ; it 
was designed for all coming genera- 
tions, and for every kindred, and 
tongue, and nation on earth, and con- 
sequently for every conceivable form 


of government. We do not in the 


New Testament find any specific direc- 
tions about our government or any 
other; but what is much better, and the 
only thing admissible under the cir- 
cumstances we find great fundamental 
principles laid down, both by Christ 
and the apostles, which are to govern 
christians in all their relations to the 
church or state, of whatever nation 
they may be, or under whatever form 
of government they may live. The 
more enlightened the nation, and the 
more liberalfthe form of government, the 
greater the responsibilities of those 
who enjoy them. Our Savior and 
his apostles inculcated the great prin- 
ciples of justice and equality. They © 
taught the doctrine of love to our 
neighbor commensurate with self-love, 
‘*W hatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them.” 
They taught the duty of christian 
philanthropy. They taught that the 


laborer was worthy of his hire; that 
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the poor and the needy should not be 
oppressed ; and above all they taught 
that the gospel should be preached to 
every creature. Theduty of the Chris- 
tian then is plain. It is to take ad- 
vantage of all the circumstances which 
sdrround him, to further on the great 
work of the church of which he is a 
member, the amelioration of the con- 
dition of mankind and the salvation 
of the world. It is then the duty of 
every Christian in a country where the 
law making power is vested with the 
majority of the people, to favor that 
form of government which will secure 
to the greatest number, the fullest ex- 
ercise of their natural and unalienable 
rights, and take away every hindrance 
to the circulation of the Bible, and the 
preaching of the gospel to all classes 
of the human family, and to vote for 
such men and measures as will best 
secure those ends, 
How can a Christian divorce his 
religion from his politics, when his vote 
and the influence he may have upon 
_ the votes of others may decide the 
question for millions now living, and 
multiplied millions yet unborn, whether 
they shall have free access to the word 
of God, or learn to read the story of 
the Savior who died for them,— 
whether they shall enjoy the blessings 
of the family relations of husband and 
wife, of parent and child, of brother 
and sister. The intelligent christian 
does not look upon the church as 
auxiliary to his politics, but he looks 
upon his political actions whether 
voting, or printing, or speaking as 
auxiliary to the church, and like every 
thing else that he does, it is done in 
the name of the Lord. 


Our brother quotes the beautiful lan- 
guage of the apostle, ‘Follow peace 
with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord;” 
but he does not tell us how that peace 
is to obtain. He is not one of those 
who usually look for an effect without 
a cause. He does not advocate the 
doctrine that christians can enjoy any 
blessing except thnongh the use of the 
means which God has placed within 
their reach. How, then, we ask, are 
we to become ‘ peace-makers” in our 
country? By wrapping ourselves up 
in a robe of self-righteousness, and 
saying we are too holy to interfere in 
the great issue of the day—and for fear 
lest our religion should become con- 
taminated, to leave the control of gov-. 
ernmental affairs to those who will! 
bring upon us war and rapine, and. 
cruelty, and bloodshed, and slavery,,. 
and everything that is calculated to- 
promote hatred and unrighteousness * 
Or is it not rather with all the respon- 
sibilities of our christian character, to 
throw ourselves into the breach and 
use all the influence that God has given 
us, that wholesome laws may be enact: 
ed that justice may be established, that 
the freedom of the pulpit and the press 
may be secure, and that the right to 
worship God according to the require- 
ments of his revealed will, may be 
guaranteed to the whole community ? 
True peace cannot exist in any com- 
munity without holiness; and it is the 
duty of every christian to use, at the 
ballot-box and everywhere else, as he 
has opportunity, his influence to pro- 


mote holiness, and thereby to promote — 


peace and good willamongmen. One. 
of the most gloomy aspects. now visible. 


/ 


4 } 
| 
> 
= 
>» 
sls 
j a; 
+ a 
+ 
~ 
{ 


| 


84 


CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


in our national horizon is, that even 
ministers of the gospel of peace are to 
be found ‘who are wont to cry “‘ peace! 
peace! when there is-no peace.”’ 

‘One word*with regard to the wither- 
ing and blighting influence of anti- 
slavery politics, which he says is kill- 
ing all the preachers and churches who 
are infected with it. In the first place, 
his assertion is not true as to effect, and 
in the second place, it is not true as to 
cause. Many of our most flourishing 
congregations are decidedly anti-slav- 
ery, and their members do not hold 
their opinions on that subject as mere 
- abstractions, but carry them out prac- 
tically and politically at the ballot-box. 
Where will you find the same number 
of congregations in a more flourishing 
condition than those on the Western 
Reserve? And they are nearly all 
politically anti-slavery. Where will 
you find men that are doing more 
for the upbuilding of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom than the preachers of that re- 
gion, many of whom are now scatter- 
ed over the Great West? And we 
doubt not that Bro. Franklin himself 
was quite as successful a preacher a few 
years ago, when he prayed to God that 
the Slavery agitation might continue 
until the last slave was set free, and 
voluntarily offered to make speeches 
on the subject, as he is now. We 
know the congregation he has in his 
eye, and it is true that it is in a de- 
plorable condition—the brethren not 
meeting at all. But the question is, 
whether this state of affairs is wholly 
or even mainly attributable to the anti- 
slavery sentiment in that congregation. 
We think not;—but on the contrary, 
if there had been more of it, every. 


thing would have gone on harmonious- 
ly and prosperously. The real cause 
of its downfall, if we are not greatly 


|mistaken, was the open and avowed 


hostility of some of its members to one 
of their best men in the discharge of 
his duty as he understood it, in the 
sight of God and his fellow men, and 
in the day of eternity the fearful re- 
sponsibility of becoming’a stumbling 
block to the world, will, we fear, fall 
upon the skirts of those*who now least 
expect it. Wherever the anti-slavery 
sentiment produces any unpleasant 
feelings in a congregation, there must 
of necessity be a pro-slavery sentiment 
to oppose it, and in deciding which is 
responsible for results, it should always 
be taken into the account which senti- 
ment is most in harmony with the 
teachings of our blessed Saviour, and 
the great law of universal love which 
God has enjoined, upon his worshipers 
in every age and under every dispen- 
sation. . 

Bro. Franklin complains that he is 
called “ pro-slavery”’ by some of his 
brethren. Now we can prescribe for 
him a sure antidote against that kind 
of persecution. If he does not want 
to be considered pro-slavery, let him 
show himself to be anti-slavery. There 
isno neutral ground. The Savioursaid 
on One occasion, “he that is not for me 
is against me.” And so of the great 
issue now before the American people. 
It cannot be dodged. He that is not 
for liberty is against it; and he that is 
not anti-slavery, must, of course, be 


pro-slavery. It is a very sad affliction 
that our great men cannot write so as 


to be understood on the subject of Slav- 


ery! It is not the case on any other 
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‘subject. No one eyer thought of call- 
ing Bro. Franklin pro-baby-sprinkling, 
or pro-whisky! or pro-Roman Cath- 
olic! or pro-ereeds! We think he 
might pursue & course that would re- 
lieve .him from the odium of being 
called, or even thought pro-slavery. 
All that is necessary is, that he preach 
the whole gospel—that he reprove the 
sin of slavery with the same clearness 
that he does the sin of intemperance. 
He need not dwell upon that subject to 
the exclusion of others, but do not let 
it escape entirely, and especially let 
him not so wrest the Scriptures so as 
seemingly to apologize for a system 
which has been designated by the good 
and great, as the “*sum of all villa- 
nies,” and the “maximum of all 
evils.” | 

In view of all the circumstances 
which surround us as a nation, and the 
high ground we have taken as ‘“re- 
formers” in the nineteenth century, 
we believe it to be the duty of every 
christian, and especially of every chris- 
tian preacher and editor to be at his 
post, and to use all his influence to en- 
lighten the masses as to the great issue 
now before them, between Liberty and 
Slavery, that they may be prepared to 
discharge their duty at the polls in the 
coming Presidential election in such a 
manner as may result in the establish- 
ment of the great principles of justice. 
and righteousness, That religion which 
is too pure to be used in a great po- 
litical struggle where might is striving 
for the mastery over right, is of very 
little value to any one, and will be 
found but as filthy rags in that day 
when we shall all be judged according 


to what we have done while in this’ 


world, May God in his mercy direct 


us all rightly to gé our duty,. 
that we may in that solemn meeting 
at the judgment seat, hear the welcome 
voice of our Savior, “‘Inasmuch as 
ye did it unto the least of these my 
brethren, ye did it unto me.” There- 
fore, ‘‘ Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.” 

J. B. 


Obscurities of Divine Revelation. 


Revelation to us is not like the broad 
and clear sun that sheds down its rays 
on the spread-out landscape covered 
with smiling fields, and flocks, and 
hamlets; disclosing each tree, and hill 
and house, and the winding course of 
8 y another, like ight- 
house that gleams on a dark and stormy 
coast to reveal the haven to the ocean- 
tossed mariner. “It shines afar over 
the stormy ocean, only penetrating a 
darkness which it never was intended 
to expel.”? The mariner can see that 
lightclearly. It guideshim. It cheers 
him when the tempest beats around 
him, and when the waves roll high. 
It shows him where the portis. It as- 
sures him that if he reaches that-spot 
he is safe. It is allthat he wants from 
that shore now, amid the darkness of 
the night, to guide him. True, it is not 
a sun ; itdoes not dissipate all the dark- 
ness “it is @ mere showing noth- 
ing but itself—perhaps not even its 
mn reflection on the water. Bat it 
isenough. There it stands, despite the 
storm and the darkness, to tell the 
mariner just what he wished to know, 
and no more. It has saved many a 
richly freighted bark, and all that he 
needs is that it will save his own. It 
tells him that there is a haven there, 
though it leaves him all uninformed 
about every thing else. Beyond ‘the 
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distance where it throws its beams, all 
is midnight: Ona thousand questions 
on which curiosity might be excited, it 
casts no light whatever. ‘The cities, 
the towns, the green fields, the thousand 
happy homes which spread along the 
shore to which it invites him, it does 
not reveal.’”? On acalmer sea curiosity 
would be glad to know all about the 
land on which that light stands, and to 


anticipate the time when, safe from | 


danger, the feet might range over those 
fields, beyond the flood.”’ 
And so, too, “‘all is dark in reference 
to that stormy expanse over which the 
mariner has sailed,” and all around 
him, as well as on the land to which he 
; but shall he therefore reject the 
aid of that light because it discloses no 
more? Shall he refuse its assistance in 
guiding his vessel into port because it 
oes not disclose to him all that there 
is in that land, or shed a flood of day 
on the heavens above him, and on all 
that stormy ocean on which he is em- 
barked 
So it is in respect to the Gospel. 


- Man, too, is on a stormy ocean—the 


ocean of life, and the night is very dark. 
There are tempests that beat around us; 
under-currents that would drift us into 
unknown seas; rocks that make our 
voyage perilous. ‘The Gospel isa light 
‘‘standing on the dark shore of eternity, 
just-simply guiding us there.” It 
reveals to us almost nothing of the land 
to which we go, but only the way to 
reach it. It does nothing to answer the 
thousand questions which we would ask 
about that world, but it tells how we 


may see it with our own eyes. It does 


not tell us all about the past—the vast 
ocean of eternity that rolled on count- 
less ages before we had a beginning; 
about the government of God: ; about 
our Own mysterious being; but it 
would guide us to God’s “holy hill and 
tabernacle,” where in his “light we 
may see light,’’ and where what is now 
obscure may become as clear as noon- 
day.—A. Barnes. 


For The N. W. C. Magazine. 
A Peculiar Doctrine. 


We acknowledge the right of any individual to 
leave the religious assembly, when sentiments are re- 
iterated from the sacred desk, which are insulting to 
his feelings of justice and propriety.” 

Shocking to reason, nature, and com- 
mon sense! I cannot think the man 
believes it; but if he does, he is a se- 
ditionary, just as certain as Webster’s 
definition of the word is correct. 

But perhaps he only advocates the 
doctrine of tumult and riot, from false 
conceptions of propriety, while at the 
same time he practises peace and tran- 
quillity. If so, he is not quite so bad 
after all. But then his doctrine remains 


the same, and all who read it will of 


course conclude that he is a practitioner 
to the doctrine he pleads. Therefore, 
it will have the same weight that it 
would if he practised it. en the 
necessity of both theory and practice 
being correct. | 

Now, as the world is still laboring, 
to some extent, under the dense dark- 
ness of the great apostacy, and as min- 
isters, (not of the Gospel of Christ 
though,) are ‘teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men,’’ a question 
arises : How is that darkness to be dis- 
pelled, and the ministers to learn the 
truth, if they mount and hie away, 
whenever their “feelings of propriety” 
are insulted? We leave it for the 
reader to answer. 

Supposing Luther had taught this 
doctrine when he commenced the grand 
upturning of the world, and succeeded 
in getting the ple to believe and 
practise it. Is it probable that he would 
have wrought much of a reformation? 
Nay, and the reason is axiomatic: they 
would not hear when he would speak, 
and he could bring about a reformation | 
in no other way. Is this not the legit 
imate conclusion ? 

Most assuredly it is. 

‘But,’ says he, misapprehend 
me. Ido not mean for a person to get 
insulted at the truth.” Stop, stop, sir, 


you are dodging! You say when any 
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n is insulted, it is their right to| 
ee and you must acknowledge that} 
truth will insult more than error. Do 
you see it ¢ 

But n, if this doctrine was uni- 
and practised, all that 
are not right would never get so, ac- 
cording rm my understanding of the 
wor of nature. 

But notwithstanding its fallacy, it is 
and sanctioned as profitable 

octrine. Ever having in view the 
great day of accounts, in which the sin- 
avenging God of heaven will pass judg- 
ment on all men, it is with humiliat- 
ing anxiety that I wonder within my- 
self, who will be the Calebs and Joshuas 


sess the rest that is im reserve for the} ] 
faithful 
TI will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, and against the ulterers, 
and against false swearers, and against 
those that ess the hireling in his 
wazes, saith the Lord of hosts. a 
Who, O! ‘who shall be able to 
stand ” in the great day of eternity. 
H. E. Paaerr. 
Drakeville, Iowa, June 1856. 


For the North-Western Magazine. 
A Few Words about Infidelity—No. l. 


“1. It cannot cure affliction, or free 
men’s bodies from weaknesses, or pains, 
or eo men under them. 

t cannot prevent death, nor can 
it 74 death pleasant. re 

3. It can give no pros of happi- 
ness after death 80 tek 
make death desirable, except by mak-. 
ing life intolerable. 

4. It cannot secure to men wealth, or 
carnal pleasures, or worldl fame or 

wer, and if it could give these thin 
it could not make them satisfying. It 
can neither secure to men cir- 
cumstances, nor make them content 
with bad ones. 


5. It has no power to make men vir- 


tuous, and it cannot make them happy 
in vice. 

6. It cannot overturn or extirpate re- 
ligion, and yet it never can be at rest as 
long as religion maintains its ground. 

7. It complains of the faults and im- 
perfections of christians, and yet, if it 
were to succeed in correcting those 
faults and curing those im grat 
it would destro or 
to 

8. The fidel os pe never be certain 
that he is right, and if he were certain, 
his certainty would be more likely to 
increase his misery, than to make him 


happy. 
9. If Infidelity could prove that there 


|is no God to punish sin—it could only 


rove it by proving that there is no 

od to reward virtue. If it could 
take away the fear of hell—it could on- 
ly do so by taking away the hope of 
heaven. 

10. Unbelievers frequently pretend 
that they cannot believe Christianity, 
unless they are favored with ocular de- 
monstation of its truth—yet they can 
never have ocular demonstration of the the 
truth of Infidelity. 

11. Unbelievers will not acknowl- 
edge the truth of Christianity unless 
we can remove all the difficulties out 
of the way of their faith; yet they can 
never have the difficulties removed out 
of the way of unbelief. 

12. The Infidel can have no comforta- 
ble hope of a future life of blessedness ; 
the best that he can look forward to, is 
everlasting destruction. 

13. Unbelievers are certain that men 
live in a presen world and they can 
never reason why men 
shoul not live in a future world, as 
well as in the present. 

14. If mature has been so cruel, or 
so foolish, as to place men in a misera- 
ble world before th ey have ever trans- 

ed her laws ; they can never prove 
that she will not use them more cruelly 


in life, after they have so fre-. 
quently transgressed her laws, and so 


& 
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bitterly complained of her administra- 
tion. | 


Davenport, Iowa, Ang. 19, 1856. 

Bro. Boges.—I spent last 
Lord’s day in this city, and had the 

leasure of meeting with the Church 
re, and hearing our highly esteemed 
brother, Elder Jonas Hartzell, ad- 
dress the congregation, both in the 
forenoon and in the wee In the 
morning I attended theSunday School, 
which is very efficiently conducted by 
the chief men amongst the brethren, 
and a number of the pious sisters. 

The brethren have just completed a 
saree and commodious church edifice, 
built of brick, and for neatness, com- 
good taste, I regard it as the 
model church. In all my travels in 
the various States that [ have visited, I 


have not seen its equal. I congratulate 


the Davenport brotherhood, for their 
good taste and liberality. God’s bles- 
sing will always rest on such a congre- 
ion. The church numbers about 
one hundred and fifty communicants. 
Bro. Hartzel', according to appoint- 
ment, came in with his buggy, last 
evening and took me home with him. 
I staid with him over night, and he 
brought me back to the city this morn- 
ing. Lenjoyed a very pleasant visit with 
him and his interesting family. Bro. 
Hartzell bought a five acre lot, one and 
a half miles from the city limits, has 
built him a snug frame house, and both 
he and his family are delighted with 
their new home. God has greatly 
blessed Bro. Hartzell in his basket and 
in his store, and I greatly rejoice that’ 
it is so. 

On enquiry I was glad to learn that, 
Bro. H. is using his influence to in- 
crease the circulation of the Magazine 
in the western prairies. I wish that 
we had a few more preachers of the 
same sort. It is just the paper the 
brotherhood need in these stirring and 
exciting times. 


Why is it that so few, comparatively 


oe of our teaching brethren, 
take so little interest in extending its 
circulation? May the Lord raise up a 
few more preachers like Bro. Hartzell, 
in 

ay the Lord give you grace, my 
dear brethren materi- 
al aid to sustain you in the heaven- 


born enterprise you haveso nobly es- 
poused, is my sincere er. 
oun Kirx. 


The foregoing account of the 
of the at 
Deira rt, which we know to be true, 
isin direct conflict with our friend 
Benjamin’s theory of anti-slavery- 
church-mildew, and we are greatly mis- 
taken if an actual examination of all 


our churches would not om results 
equally decisive against his reckless 
assertions. Ep. 


The Cincinnati Societies. 

It is well known to many of our read- 
ers, that the three Societies which were 
originated by the brethren, and located 
in this city, have for the last year or 
two, effected little or nothing in further- 
ance of their ostensible objects. In fact 
we consider two of them, the Bible and 
Publication Societies, about the same 

asdead. The action of the brethren at 
the recent State meeting at Mount Ver- 
non, shows that the brotherhood in this 
State are pretty unanimous in their 
opinion that the A. C. B. Society is al- 
together unnecessary and consequently 
a burden upon the community. As 
far as making bibles is concerned, the 
facilities are already as ample as could 
be desired, and the great object which 
should interest every friend of the bible, 
is to use every effort for the production of 
a corrected version of it, at the earliest 
practicable date. Weare glad to no- 
tice the recommendation of our State 


meeting, to transfer the funds that may 
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be in the hands of the Treasurer of the 
A. ©. B. Society to the Bible Union. 
~The A. ©. Pub. Society has about 
run its race, and is, if we are correctly 
informed, dwindled down to the small 
point of publishing a 8S. S. Library 
which, notwithstanding the large 
amount o! money subscribed and donat- 
ed in various shapes to the Society, is 
partially suspended for want of means 
to publish even a small edition compris- 
ing some fifty small volumes. The 
Christian Age and 8.8. Journal togeth- 
er with everything pertaining to the 
‘** Book Room”’ located at the corner 
ot Eighth and Walnut Stees, has long 
since gone from the Society, and is now 


the property of Bro. H. 8S. Bosworth 


late of Pittsburgh, Pa. Time, the re- 
vealer of secrets, has shown the pecu- 
niary condition of the Society to be 
precisely what we represented it to be, 
years ago, the memorable white-wash- 
ing committee of 1844 to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 


The only one of the three Societies 


that now has any claims on the broth- 
erhood is the A. C. Missionary Society; 
and we see by anoticein alate Har- 
binger, that Bro. Campbell proposes to 
attend its next anniversary mecting in 
October, for the purpose of throwing his 
influence in its favor, that a new im- 
pulse may be given to it, by securing a 
more efficient administration of its af- 
fairs. We hesitate not to say, that all 
the brethren here will be greatly rejoiced 
to have a visit from Bro. Campbell, and 
we hope he will make his arrangements 
80 as tospend at least one week with 
each of our congregations. We all 
need his influence and co-operation in 
the great work ofconverting, our fellow 


citizens to the Christian religion. We 
hope the attention of the brotherhood 
may be called especially to home mis- 
sions. There are neighborhoods of in- 
telligent citizens, even in Hamilton co., 
where “Primitive Christianity”’ as 


taught in the “current reformation”’’ is 
almost entirely unknown; where scarce- 


ly a discourse has ever been preached 


by any of our brethren. There is not 


a State and scarcely a County in the 
‘Union, but what presents a missionary 
field. But while this is true, itis also 
a truth that some portions of our coun- 
try more imperiously demand our at- 
tention at this time than others. Our 
new Territories, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Washington, Oregon, Minnesota, 
and Utah, should all be looked to by 
those who desire the promotion 
of christianity and the upbuilding of 
the Redeemer’s Kingdom. We should 


also remember the three and a half 
‘millions of slaves, in our very midst, the 


great majority of whom are shut out 
from the light of the Bible, and from 
the advantages of the gospel as pro- 
claimed by the living missionary of the 
cross. With all due deference {o our 
seniors in age and wisdom, we give it 


‘as our firm conviction that even Dr. 


Barclay himself, could do much more 
in the same time and with the same 
amount of means, for the good of our 
race and the glory of God, in his native 
State of Virginia, than in the ancient 
city of Jerusalem. We trust the breth- 
ren generally will attend the forth-com- 
ing anniversary, and that the preachers 
especially will come with the true mis- 
sionary spirit, and that they will not 
simply spend a few days theorizing and 


| passing resolutions, but that they will 
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commence here, and remain until our 
city is revolutionized, and the eause of 
Christ is firmly established in our 


midst. J. B. 
— 
For the North-Western Christian Magazine. 
Avarice. 


“The love of money is the root of 
all evil; which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith and 
pierced themselves through with many 
serrows.”—Paul. This is in accord- 
ance with the words of Jesus, in the 
parable of the sower: ‘‘He that re- 
ceived seed among thorns, is he that 
heareth the word; and the cares of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and he becometh un- 
fruitful.”” Mat. xiii 22. 

If there is any thing made plain and 
comprehensible in the word of truth, it, 
is the danger which arises from a love 
of money; and it is impossible for those 
who study God’s word to be ignorant 
of the fact, that Pas cannot *‘serve God 
and mammon.” The church at Lao- 
dicea could not, for ** because thou art 
lukewarm,”’ said Christ; *“‘and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of 
my mouth,” because thou sayest, I am 
rich and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing, and knowest not 
that thou art wretched and miserable, 
- and poor, and blind, and naked. I 
counsel thee therefore to buy of me gold 
tried in fire, that thou mayest be rich ; 
and white raiment that thou mayest 
be clothed, and that the shame of thy 
nakedness do not appear; and anoint 
thine eyes with eye salve, that tho 
mayest see.”’—Rev. iii. 

_ This language is as applicable now 
as when it was first spoken, and it is 


fessing . godliness en in their 
worldly pursuits, with no other object 
in view than to ‘‘heap together treas- 
ures for the last days,”’ instead of ‘“‘giv- © 
ing to him that needeth,” and being 
“rich in good works, ready to dis‘rib- 
ute, willing to communicate, laying up 
in store for themselves a founda- 
tion against the time to come, that they 
may lay hold upon eternal life.” Upon 
this principle did the early christians 
act, and the result then was none among 
them that lacked ; for as many as were. 
possessors of houses and land sold them, 
and distribution was made among them 


according as they needed. This is that 


‘faith which works by love;”’ this is 
loving, not in word merely, but in deed 
and in truth; and were ‘‘disciples’’ now 
governed by such pure principles of be- 
nevolence, there would be none among 
them found lacking; and if, in all things 
else they acted in conformity to the true 
spirit of the Gospel, they would not 
lack their reward when Christ comes, 
‘to give to every man according as his 
work shall be.”’ 

‘‘Neither said any of them that aught 
of the things which he possessed was 
his own.’’ Now-a-days, men are not 
satisfied with all the houses and land 
they can call their own, but will even 
lay claim to their fellow men, and make 
merchandize of them. Verily, this is 
a great age in which we live, when the 
earth 7s man’s and the fullness thereof, 
the world and they that dwell therein, 
and the Creator is robbed of his title to 
them all! ! 

In view of the great: apostacy from 
primitive practice, may we not cry in 
the language of David, aoe Lord ! 
for the godly man ceaseth ; for the faith- 
ful fail from among the children of 
men.” Qh, that men might arouse 


just as incumbent on lukewarm chris- 
tians now to be ‘‘ zealous and repent,” 
as it ever has been, if any are so unfor- 

; tunate as to be found in this lamentable 
oe condition. That there are many 
such in this of the world, is very 


themselves to a sense of the danger of 
these ‘‘perilous times,” which the apos- 
tle said should eome in the last days, 
least they be found among those who 
are ‘“‘lovers of their ownselves,” and of 
no one else. O, my Christian breth- 


apparent to all, for we see men pro-| 
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ren, let us see that we make our call- 
ing and election sore. All the gold 
and silver, and honor, and fame of this 
world, are not to be compared with the 
unfading riches and honors which come 
from God. And as he has opened a 
‘‘living way” for us to enter into his 
rest, let us take heed lest we come short 
of it. It is better for us, if need be, to 
desire to be fed with the crumbs which 
fall from the table of the rich, than to 
gain the whole world, and lose our soul 
at last. The apostle tells us, that “they 
that will be rich, fall into temptation, 
and into a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
into destruction and perdition ;” and 
while we pray God to not leave us in 
temptation, let us see that we do not 
run into such temptations as are so well 
calculated to alienate us from him who 
he himself a ransom for us. If our 
eart is set upon earthly treasures, we 
will long to remain where our treasure 
is ; but if we set our affections on things 
above, ‘‘where Christ sitteth upon the 
right hand of God,” we will long for 
his appearing, that we may “also ap- 
with him in glory;”’ for unto such 
as look for him, * will he appear the 
second time without sin unto salva- 
tion.” No others have the promise of 
a ‘‘crown of righteousness” but those 
that love the appearing of the Lord Jesus 
Christ from heaven; and who that is 
living in the pleasures of sin, can love 
that t event? 

It 18 seldom that we hear, from mod- 
ern disciples, any desire expressed for 
the master’s return, and their ‘‘adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of their 
body. And why isitthus? Because 
their heart is where their treasure is ; 
and that is notin heaven. They are 
“rich and increased with ds, and 
have need of nothing.” Why then 
should they care for the coming of 


Christ? But not so with the saints of 
old; but their prayer was, “even so, 
come, Lord Jesus;” for well they knew 
that he had gone to prepare a p 


to utter, and to argu é 
to conscience, above all liberties.”’ 


for 


them, and had promised to come again 


and receive them to himself. Hence 
they were ready to confess that they 
‘shad no continuing city here, but were 
seeking one to come.” 

Now, my beloved brethren, in con- 
clusion let me entreat you not to sell 
your right to the tree of life for things 
that will not avail you any thing in the 
world to come, but strive to be found 
among those who will hear from the 
lips of the King of kings the blessed in- 
vitation: ‘*Come, ye blessed of my fa- 
ther, and inherit the kingdom pre 
for you from the foundation of the 
world.” And who are those that are 


to inherit the kingdom? ‘‘Hearken, my 


beloved brethren! Hath not God chosen 
the poor of this world rich in faith and 
heirs of that kingdom which he hath 
to those that love him 
as. li 5. | 

Yes, those that spend their means in. | 
feeding the hungry and clothing the 
naked, will be the little flock to whom 
it is their father’s good pleasure to give 
the kingdom. 

May the Lord direct us into the path 
of duty, that we may sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the king- 
dom of God. Amen. A. ParMzez. 

Seneca Falls, 1856. 


- 
For the North-Western Christian Magazine. 
Letters to Alexander Campbell—No. 5. 


THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 


Brorner Campsett: The general 
subject of agitation and discussion I 
now dismiss with these words from an 
author you love to quote—John Milton, 
who says, “‘give me the liberty to know, 
e freely according 


And now for the Fugitive Slave 


Bill. 


And Ist, Its constitutionality. This 


I deny without misgiving on account 
of the seeming presumption of settin 


myself against ‘‘the most learned an 


able Judges of the nation ;” who, as 
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you aver, have pronounced in its fav- 
or. 

I have before me a copy of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, publish- 
ed in Philadelphia by W. Hickey and 
approved by the Senate of the United 
States, and by the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court, by Webster and Clay, 
and the of the nation gener- 
ally, one hundred copies of which were 
sent to France to be distributed there. 
I am greatly emboldened in my defiance 
of high authorities in this matter, by 
the words of our presnt Minister to the 


Court of St. James, George M. Dallas, } pose 
page} unless that be true, the clause is purely a 


whois quoted on the dedication 
of this book as saying, “This Constitu- 
tion in its words is po i and intelligi- 
ble, and it is meant for the home-bred, 
unsophisticated understandings of our 
fellow-citizens.” In the light of this 
oracle from our former Vice-President, 
stand undismayed by great names, 
and presume to judge of the Constitu- 
tionfor myself. The organic law of the 
nation, composed of nineteen articles, 
and twenty-one sections, is neverthe- 
less, like most other things, made up 
of two predicaments, positive and neg- 
ative, grants of power, and negations 
of power; and, to show the extreme 
jealousy with which this central power 
thus created, was regarded by the peo- 
ple, we have this fore-closure in the 
tenth article of the amendments: ‘‘The 
— not delegated to the United States 
y the Constitution, nor prohibited by 
it, to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the le.” 
Now, with due deference “to whom 
it may concern,” I think that a man 
with a modicum of common sense, may 
decide between a positive grant of pow- 
er, anda mere negation of power!— 
Where there is a grant of power to 
Congress, or the Supreme Oourt, or the 
President, it holds a uniform language, 
‘Congress shall have power”—‘ The 
President shall have power”—‘ The 
Court shall have power.” &c., 


| For example, sec. eight, article first, 
contain eighteen clauses, all specifying 
what ‘‘ Congress shall have power’’ to 
do. On the other hand, Section nine 
of the same article, contains eight 
clauses, purely of negation. Now I 
opine that we have no need of applying 
to a learned Judge for a decision as to 
which of the above predicaments the 
third clause, of the second section, of 
the fourth article, of the Constitution 
belongs. Unless it be true of this lan- 
guage as Tallyerand said of language in 
general, ‘‘It is an invention for the pur- 
of concealing our thoughts ;’— 


prohibition! A tof power begin- 
ning with negation!! It would be a 
strange anomaly in this instrument if 
it isso! 

And now I would array great names, 
if necessary ; but I will give but one— 
Daniel Webster. Although he used 
all his influence in favor of the measure, 
yet he stated during the debates in the 
Senate, on the subject, that ‘* He had 
always regarded it simply as prohibito- 
ry. 

But to : We next consider 
the ** persons” set forth in the clause. 
Who are the ‘held to service 
or labor?’ Are they slaves? Un- 
der the Jaws thereof.’’ Point me to 
one single of /zw,-or anything call- 
ed law, that a slave breaks, when he 
refuses to labor! As a matter of fact, 
the greater part of them are ‘held to 
labor :”’ but as a matter of Jaw not one 
slave of the four millions, is “‘ held to 
labor.” And why should there be any 
such There is a stereotyped 
definition of the word ‘Slave !”— 
‘‘ Slaves shall be deemed sold, taken, 
reputed and adjudged in law to be 
chattels personal, in the hands of their 
owners and possessors—to all intents, 
purposes, and constructions whatso- 
ever.”’ 

The law puts the slave into the hands 
of the master, and there leaves him, 


‘having no further demands upon him. 
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The law surrenders the slave to irre- 
sponsible power ; but whether he shall 
toil eighteen hours in ever twenty-four 
as they often do in the season of “‘in- 

thering’’ on the Sugar plantations of 

uisiana, and the cotton farms of Mis- 
sissippi and Alabama, or live a lite of 
luxurious indolence, the law is silent— 
it decides not. The law authorizes the 
master to compel obedience to his will, 
but when the slave refuses to labor, or 
runs away, he no more breaks a law 
than the horse that refuses to draw his 


load, or leaps the fence, and runs away!| which all the children of the 


As you sometimes say *“‘I know what 
I am saying,” for here lies Judge Stroud 
before me, saying ‘‘ The cardinal prin- 
ciple of Slavery, that the slave is not, to 
be ranked with sentient be‘ngs, but 
among Things, as an article of proper- 
ty, a chattel personal, obtains as un- 

oubted law in all theseStates.””> With 
us at the North, horses that bear the 
highest price are not those that /ador, 
but pampered ones, that are kept for 
show, and the gratification of personal 
vanity mainly. So, at the South, 
Slaves that bring the highest price in 
market, are not those intended for ‘‘la- 
bor or service’’ but to be the victims of 
lawless lust, and infernal concupiscence! 
And you would have us assist in re- 
turning such, with all the rest, to ‘‘ser- 


vice or labor!!’ ‘* Beastonished, O,} 


ye Heavens, at this!!”’ My spirit 
urns with an unutterable indigna- 
tion, and my soul feels a loathing, for 
the utterance of which language is in- 
deed a feeble thing! ! 


But exclamation is» not ent, 
and I becalm myself to reason further. 
‘* But shall be delivered up, on claim 
of the Lee whom such service or 
labor ma due.”’?’ And now in the 


name of Justice and Reason I demand, 
for what does the slave owe service or 
labor? Isit for his peck of corn meal 
week—or his peck of rice? Is it 

or his ten dollars’ worth of clothing per 
ear, or his cruel and bloody stripes ! 


Heaven’s name, for what? Why, 


Sir, by the very terms defining his con- 
dition, he is made incapable of owing 
any being on earth! ! 
Your Brother in the Truth, 
M. 8. Crapp. 


The Bible. 
FROM THE FRENCH OF FENELON. 

The Scriptures surpass, in simplici 
strength, all the writs 
of Rome and Greece. Even Homer 
never approached the sublimity of Mo- 
ses in his holy songs, my cor Sag last, 

raelites 
had to learn by heart. No Greek or 
Latin ode ever could attain to the sub- 
—- of the Psalms ; for example, that 
which contained ** The God of gods— 
the Lord hasspoken,” surpasses all hu- 
man conception. Never has Homer 
or any other poet equalled Isaiah in 
portraying the majesty of God, in whose 
sight ** kingdoms are but a grain of dust; 
the universe,” a ** pavilion” which 
is raised to-day and taken down to- 
morrow. Sometimes the prophet has 


all the sweetness, and all the tender- 


ness of a pastoral in the smiling por- 
traits which he makes of peace ; is 
times he soars to such a height as to 
leave everything beneath him. But 
what is there in heathen antiquity at all 
comparable to the tenderness of Jere- 
miah deploring the evils of his nation ; 
or to Nahum, seeing from afar with 
his prophetic eye, the proud Nineveh 
falling under the assaults of an innu- 
merable army? We seem to see that 
army—we seem to hear the clash of 
arms and the noise of chariots ; every- 
thing is painted in a life-like style, that 
seizes upon the imagination. He leaves 
Homer far behind him. Also, read 
Daniel, declaring to Belshazzar the an- 
ger of Jehovah about to fall upon him, 
and search in the most sublime origin- 
als of antiquity for something to com- 
pare to them. Besides, everything is 
consistent in the scriptures—every- 
thing sustains the character that it 
ought to have- -the history, the detail, 
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the code of laws, the descriptions, the 
earnest passages, the mysteries, the 
moral discourses ; in a wurd there is as 
much difference between the profane 
jests and the byt ae as there is be- 
tween true and false inspiration. The 
one, truly inspired, clearly expresses 
something divine; the other, being 
compelied to rise above itself, continu- 
ally displays human weakness in it.— 
N. W. Advocate. 


The Christian Namo. 


Ye friends of religion, whose candor 
Should ever be published abroad, — 
Bay, is it not species of slander, 

To nick-name the people of God ? 
Ye parties of every profession, 
Who claim in the Savior a part, 
Permit me to make an expression . 
Of truth, as it lies in the heart. 


You call us ‘‘Schismatics.’’ but wherefore, 
When schisms we gladly forsake ? 

But Chiist is our portion, and. therefore, 
The true name of ‘‘ Cuaistian” we take, 


Lo! this isthe epithet given, 
For all his diseiples to bear ; 

It comes as appointed by Heaven, 
Their happy estate to declare. 


What are the diversified isms. 
Contended for still in high style, 


But so many popular schisms, 
Dividing the Ghareh all the while. 


But one is the body of Jesus, 

One fortune his people shall share ; 
And as from confusion he frees ns, 

The tree name of Christian we’l! bear. 


On trifles Jet partisans cavil, 

Our day of sweet friendahip begins ; 
From Babylon’s borders we'll travel, 
Eseaping her plagues and her sins. 


The Church is the Bring of the Savior, 
She then has a right to his name ; 

Nor can it be p:udent behavior, 

So many strange titles to claim. 


From bondage he deigns to redeem her, 
Exalt her on high to a throne, 

And how can it ever beseem her, 

The name of another to own. 


Whatever has any direction, 

To foolishly stepping aside, 

And weakens the bond of affection, 
Should never be found in a bride. 


Though Christ is a husband of pity, 
He yet has a will to obey ; 
And while he prepares 4 a city, 


bride go astray! 


QO! why should 


But passing are all the dark ages, 
Increasing is light in each land, 
Go, read the prophetical pages, 
And triumph in what is at hand. 


Let nation uniting with nation, 
Now lay upin Heaven their store; 
And hencefo th to endless duration, 
The name of King Jesus adore. 


Shall parties continue to sever, 

The house of b-lievers in him ? 
Shall creeds and confussions forever, 
The light of their glory bedim 7? 


The Bible contains inspiration, 
It only should govern us then ; 
In point of eternal salvation, 
What are all the systems of men. 


They vary, and vary, and vary, 
They differ throughout their whole sum ; 
Their own condemnation they carry, 
Their final destruction must come. 


They kindle the coals of contention, 
Creating a thousand complaints ; 
They form a disgraceful prevention, 
To concord among all the saints. 


Sweet Zion is thus disconcerted, 
She speaks with a languishing voice, 
She finds the world yet unconverted, 
While infidels mock and rejoice. 


She looks like an o7d Polytheist, 
Her course of deportment is such ; 
And who knows but many a Deist 


She makes, while she blames them so much. 


Bat let her attend to her duty, 

In glorious majesty rise, 

And put on her garments of beauty, 
And hasten away to the skies. 


No longer sit sadly repining, 

Her enemies vet shall be dumb, 
When on her Beloved reclining 
She shall from the wilderness come. 


Then strife and sedition to banish, 

How swiftly her kingdom shall spread ! 
The days of her trouble shall vanish, 
While glory shall rest on her head. 


Ye lovers of Zion, come hearken, 
Unite your exertions in one, 

The prospect no longer shall darken, 
The will of the Lord shall be done. 


Your human tradition unfixing, 
Cleave only to what is divine ; 

And while we in spirit are mixing, 
With hand and with heart let us join. 


-How strong is the bond of communion ! 


The truth of the word shall not fail ; 
The 1 of , love, and union, 


O! God, let it sweetiy prevail, 


| | 
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Sie Sympathy for Masters.—No. 1. 


Have not abolitionists generally over- 
looked the fact, that masters have a 
claim upon our sympathies, equal, if 
not superior, to that of their slaves. 
They have frequently been so accused, 
and perhaps not unjustly. Now, Mr. 
Editor, I am so far from controverting 
this claim, that I intend to assist in 
maintaining the plea. 

It is a point universally admitted, 
that persons laboring under great ca- 
_ lamities are proper objects of public 
commiseration. Now, the greatest ca- 
lamity that ever visited our earth, is 
sin. Hence sinners are the most un- 
fortunate of men. And as slave hold- 
ers are more deeply concerned in this 
ruinous malady than others, they be- 
come to us an especial object of sym- 
pathetic commiseration. 

It was sympathy for sinners that 
brought Emanuel into our world, to be 
the propitiation for our sins. And if 
God so pities the evil doer, how pre- 
sumptuous it must be in us to withhold 
pity from slaveholders because they are 
sinners, when this is tie very reason 
why we should pity them. 

Therefore, my first plea for masters 
shall be that chen are very great sin- 
ners, and as such demand our intensest 
pity. The sin of slavery is much like 
the “slavery of sin.”’ It carries with 
it such blindness of heart. For instance: 
a man, who in the abstract will admit, 
that ‘‘none but God can own a man,”’ 
will practically contend that he can buy 
and sell men and women, and not be 
ilty of “*manstealing.” The slave- 


Ider buys and sells property, which 
he admits none bri God 
own! A property, which Christ cou 
only purchase with his own blood. A\l- 
though God owns mountains of silver 
and gold, he offered none of it for man. 
Nothing in all the universe of God was 
worthy to be the price of man, but the 
precious blood of Curtsr. And yet, 
a — blindness! the slavehoider 

inks he can buy @ man with ragged 
bank bills ! . 


But again, the sin of slavery is hard 
to break off. The poor inebriate, bound 
by the chain of his own appetite, who 
knows his own degradation and can but 

tinate his reformation until he 

as still further depraved his taste by 

still deeper indulgence, is an object of 

public commiseration. Just such is the 
slaveholder. He sees his danger. 


“ He knows, he knows the etermin’d doom ; 
Sees it arrived, the day of direfal gloom. 


Gigantic woe aud desperate remorse 

Assail, distract, overpower him with their force ! 

He fee's sin corroding his moral pow- 
ers. And yet. like the inebriate, 
he hugs his disease. He knows that 
slavery is getting worse and worse, 
harder and harder to remove, and yet 
he insists upon being let alone, until 
his case becomes incurable. Let the 
cancer alone until its roots get still 
nearer my heart, and its extraction be- 
comes still more difficult, painful, and 
dangerous. Is not such infatuation 
truly pitiable? And yet, such is both 
the policy and theology of modern 
olders. 

here is another class of swaggerin 
sensualists at the South, whose a 
tion, if ible, is still worse than 
those we have already described ; whose 
degrdation is such, that they but too 
frequently meet contempt, instead of 
pity. But tears of just men, like the 
drops of heaven, will fall upon the evil 
and the good. But more of these anon. 
U. W. 


Church Trial. 
Roms, Ashtabula Co., Ohio, Angust 8th, 1856. _ 
The church met at the usual. place 
of meeting, according to previous an- 
nouncement. It was called to order 
by Joseph Tinan, elder of the church. 
Elder Orrin Gates was apointed Sec- 


retary ; by whom, also, prayer for the — 


Divine blessing was offered. The 


brethren present from other churches - 


were invited to take a seat with the 
church, and to take part in its deliber- 
ations. The correspondence between 
the church at Bethany and the church 


bed 


» 
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